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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4013

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives MIloscia, Springer, Sells, Pettigrew, Upthegrove
Si npson, Chase, Hasegawa, Kagi and Sant os

Read first tinme 02/08/2005. Referred to Cormittee on Housing.

TO THE HONORABLE CHRI STINE GREGO RE, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
WASHI NGTON, AND TO THE LEGQ SLATI VE AUTHORI TY OF EACH COUNTY, AND TO
EACH MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, Responding to a crisis of truly horrific proportions, nany
public health agencies and community-based organi zati ons have worked
together to stop the rising incidents of death anong the nmenbers of the
honel ess popul ati on; and

VWHEREAS, Public Health - Seattle and King County's Health Care for
t he Honel ess Network; the Epidem ol ogy, Planning and Eval uati on Section
of Public Health - Seattle and King County; the King County Medica
Exam ner's O fice; the King County Council; and many other citizens and
organi zations have dedicated thenselves to developing prelimnary
informati on on the nunber, causes, and characteristics of deaths anpbng
t he honel ess nen, wonen, and children of King County; and

VWHEREAS, The study found that honel ess individuals in King County
died at an average age of 47 years old, while the average age of death
for the general population in the United States is 77 years old; and
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VWHEREAS, According to this exhaustive King County study, the nost
frequent causes of death for honel ess adults were acute intoxication,
cardi ovascul ar di sease, and hom ci de; and

WHEREAS, A disproportionately high incidence of tuberculosis,
cancer, neurologic, renal, and skin conditions was also reported in
this | andmark study; and

VWHEREAS, The work of these selfless, community-m nded organi zations
al so found that mal nutrition, poor sanitation, overcrowding in poorly
ventilated buildings, predatory crine and violence, repeated exposure
to the extrenmes of weather and tenperature, and inadequate access to
primary and preventive health care services are sone of the many risks
faced by honeless individuals and famlies struggling to survive
outdoors and in tenporary shelters; and

VWHEREAS, Children and famlies, according to national studies, nake
up the fastest-grow ng segnent of the honel ess popul ati on; and

VWHEREAS, A child born into honelessness is likely to have a |ow
birth weight, and is nine tinmes as likely to die within his or her
first twelve nonths of life; and

VWHEREAS, Honel ess children experience increased hospitalization
rates, nore outpatient visits, and nore use of the energency departnent
conpared with other | owincone children; and

WHEREAS, Alnost half of all honeless children have two or nore
devel opnment al del ays, one-third of these children have at |east one
maj or nmental disorder, and al nost half of these children have probl ens
with anxiety, wthdrawal, or depression; and

WHEREAS, Based on the nunbers of identified honel ess deaths from
the King County study as well as the nunbers of persons seeking
energency shelter throughout the state, it has been concl uded that over
200 adults and children die honel ess in Washi ngton each year; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s honel ess epidem ¢ should be publicly recognized and
addr essed,;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
executive branch of the State of W shington and the |legislative
authorities of each county pronote a statewide effort to count and
track honel ess individuals and children, as well as publicly highlight
and support successful honel ess housing prograns in the state.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
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transmtted to the Honorable Christine Gegoire,
of Washington, the legislative authority of
menber of Congress fromthe State of Wshi ngton.

~-- END ---

Governor of the State
each county, and each
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